The trusty clan of
leading hotel chains
are all here along
with anumber of
boutique properties.

ThePeninsula

The iconic Peninsula
isthe place to stay
for a traditional Hong
Kong experience.
Thelegendary
Grande Dame of the
Far East was built
in1928 and arecent
revamp has brought
contemporary
elegance combined
with old world
glamour to this
prestigious hotel.

Mandarin Oriental
For an upscale
retreat, check into the
- Landmark Mandarin
by Miriam Cain ¢ Oriental; the smallest

Lamma Po Toi
Soko Islands Island Islands

of the group’s three
properties on the
island, the Landmark
has the largest suites
in Hong Kong but

the atmosphere
isdiscreet.

TheRitzCarlton

TheRitz Carltonisone
of the world’s tallest
hotels and offers
spectacular views and

astunning poolon the
118thfloor.

Upper House hotel
Slightly lower is the
super chic Upper
House hotel. With
paperless checkinand
acool café atthetop,
the Upper Houseisan
effortlessly hip place
with accommodation
starting on Level
38soviewsarestill
spectacular.

Tai O Heritage Hotel
Downatsealevelon
Lantaulslandis the
boutique Tai O Heritage
Hotel. Housed in what
was formerly a marine
police station dating
backto1902, the hotel
hasjustninerooms
and sits amid the Tai O
fishing village-a

sea community built
onstilts.

Some of the best food
is found in hotels

i where celebrity chefs
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are something of a
flourishing breed
and Michelin-stars
abound. Try Alain
Ducasse’ Spoon at
the InterContinental,
or its Japanese Nobu;
head to Caprice at
the Four Seasons,

or the swanky Lung
King Heen serving
authentic Cantonese;
cross the water to
Macao to sample
Robuchon a Galera,
or the impeccably
sleek WasabiSabi.

Aswellas
booking a table at the
fine dining venues,
simply wandering
along the Kai Chiu
Road, Park Sha Road,
Lan Fong Road, Hysan
Avenue, Hoi Ping
Road, Yun Ping Road
and Yiu Wa Street
offers up a veritable
feast of Asian delights.
If you are in the city
on a Sunday scoring
atableatadim sum
house such as Tim Ho
Wan is a must.

Barscomein
all shapes and sizes,
and again, many of
thebestbars and
lounges are located
in the top hotels. The
Felix is one of the
coolest bars in the city;
designed by Philippe
Starck, the bar sits on
the 28th floor of the
Peninsula Hotel and
has spectacular views
over the impressive
Hong Kong skyline.
The Charter Lounge

at the Ritz Carlton
isthe place to head
for a traditional
atmosphere.

Head to Minden
Avenue and
Cloudnine to see the
cool karaoke crowd
strutting their stuff.
For a quieter affair
enjoy a glass of wine
on Courtney’s leafy
terrace just over the
road. Lan Kwai Fong
is where you will find
the city’slegendary
nightlife scene, and
when it gets too
raucous, there are

i plenty of terraces and

rooftop patios where
you can sit back and
enjoy the cooling
breeze and fantastic
harbour views.

Despite its designer
boutiques and
glitzy hotels, the
city’s most popular
attractions belong
to Mother Nature.
Take in the views
from Victoria Peak’s
panoramic viewing
platform above the
city before heading
down to discover

i small wonders

hidden down side
streets. The Peak is
the highest mountain
on Hong Kong Island
and was a signalling
post for ships in the
19th century. Today it
boasts superb views
and beautiful nature
walks,aswellasa
tower with shops and
restaurants.

From the Yuen
Po Street Bird Garden
to the traditional
medicine lanesin
Sheung Wan, there
issomuchtobe
discovered on foot.

i Give your feet a break;
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hoponatramand
watch the colourful
panorama unfold

as markets spill out
onto the streets

and store-fronts of
old-school barber
shops and local food
stores come alive
with locals. For an
alternative view, take
the eight-minute
Star Ferry across the
harbour to Kowloon
in early evening
when the skyline
isilluminated by

the Symphony of
Lights laser show. Or
i cruise over during

the day and spend
time discovering
Lantau Island where
the Giant Buddha, Po
Lin Monastery and
Wisdom path all offer
an alternative to the
bustling city.

Shopping is a favourite
pastime for almost
everyone in Hong
Kong and every
designer worth their
salt canbe found in
the array of boutiques
across town. Head

to Paterson Street,
Great George Street,
Kingston Street, Sharp
Street and Percival
Street for the most
exclusive brands.
Alternatively, huge
malls are popular
places to shop.

Make your way

to Causeway Bay,
Lanham Place, Pacific
Place and The Peak
Tower where retail
therapy abounds.
Head to Central
district and you

will find boutiques
and antiquesin the
trendy SoHo shopping
district, and for hip
and stylish artefacts,
head further west to
NoHo.

Bargain hunters
should head to Mong
Kok’s Ladies Market
and Temple Street
Night Market, where
you can have your
fortune told and find
just about everything
from Chinese knick-
knacks to bargain-
priced silks.

Thanks to
developmentsin the
art scene attracting
high profile galleries
to Hong Kong the
city has had creative
awakening in recent
years. Head to Sheung
Wan and discover the
latest in contemporary
international art.

Profile

Sylvain Holtermann is
aFrench photographer
and a lecturer at the
University of Hong Kong.
He hasbeenliving in
Hong Kong since 1995.
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